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ACTION OFA-01 

INFO OCT-01 AF-06 ISO-OO EUR-12 EB-07 OPIC-03 OMB-01 

TRSE-00 DLOS-04 SSO-OO NSCE-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 CIAE-00 

DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 

PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 /075W 

020774 

O 171700Z OCT 75 

FM AMEMBASSY FREETOWN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 2031 

AMEMBASSY MONROVIA NIACT IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL FREETOWN 2531 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EFIS 

SUBJECT: FISHING IN SIERRA LEONE BY VAN CAMP SEA FOODS 
REF: FREETOWN 2404 

1. R.C. MARTINSON, VICE-PRESIDENT OF VAN CAMP AND 
D.B. MACLEOD, COUNSEL, VISITED FREETOWN OCT 16. 

2. PURPOSE OF VISIT TO ASSESS VAN CAMP'S POSITION IN 
SIERRA LEON IN LIGHT OF BOTH RECENT UNECONOMIC OPERATION 
AND EVEN MORE RECENT IMPLICATIONS ARISING FROM JOINT 
RUSSIAN-FRENCH PROPOSAL (REFTEL). APPARENT CONCLUSION 

BY MARTINSON AND MACLEOD THAT VAN CAMP SHOULD TERMINATE 
ITS OPERATION IN SIERRA LEONE IN AS GRACEFUL MANNER AS 
POSSIBLE, PRINCIPALLY ON GROUNDS TUNA OPERATION HERE 
NOT ECONOMICAL AT PRESENT. MARTINSON AND MACLEOD 
APPARENTLY NOW EXPLORING POSSIBLE SALE OF VAN CAMP 
INTERESTS HERE EITHER TO MESURADO OR LOCAL BUYER. 

THEY ALSO EXPLORING POSSIBLITY BOTH VAN CAMP AND 
MESURADO JOINTLY SELLING OUT TO LOCAL INTERESTS. 

EMBASSY NOT YET INFORMED OF MARTINSON AND MACLEOD S 
FINAL DECISION. 
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3. MARTINSON AND MACLEOD STATED THEYPLANNING 
PROCEED TO MONROVIA OCT 17 TO DISCUSS SITUATION 
WITH MESURADO CHAIRMAN. THEY MAY CONTACT BEAN 
AT EMBCSFV MONROVIA. WOULD APPRECIATE REPORT FROM 
MONROVIA ON FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS AND LATEST 
THINKING TO MARTINSON AND MACLEOD IF THEY SHOULD 
CONTACT EMBASSY. 

SAMUELS 
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